
2022 PINOT NOIR Sonoma Coast

APPELLATION  Sonoma Coast  
HARVEST DATE  September 6, 7 and 11th, 2022

pH 3.61

TA 5.8

ABV 13.5%
CASES PRODUCED   511
BARREL REGIMEN Aged  in  medium  toast, Doreau and Atelier  French 
Oak Barrels

RELEASE DATE   March 2023

VINTAGE  NOTES
The 2022 vintage saw a cont inuat ion of  the severe  drought that  s tarted in 
2021.  On 4/19/2021 the water  from Lake Mendocino was shut  off  and 
remained shut  off  unt i l  10/9/22.   No water  at  a l l  was made avai lable  for  
Agriculture  from the lake .  The use of  many other  water  sources  was e i ther  
restr icted or  complete ly  prohibited .  The ongoing lack of  soi l  moisture  led 
to a  second year  of  weak shoot growth and poor frui t  set .  Overal l ,  the crop 
in North Coast  was about 10% below normal .  After  the tota l  disaster  of  
2020 (which had two major  f i res  in the middle  of  the growing season) and 
the smal l  2021 harvest ,  winer ies  cont inued to struggle  to f ind frui t .   The 
lack of  supply of  grapes  was part ia l ly  offset  by a  drop in consumption 
start ing in the second half  of  2022.   The 2022 v intage produced another  
smal l  crop of  high-qual i ty  grapes .

We sourced our 2022 Sonoma Coast  Pinot Noir  from our Gap’s  View 
Vineyard and from our River  Road Grape Farm; both v ineyards in the 
Sonoma Coast  that  I  own through Russ ian River  Partners .  I  manage the 
farming at  both s i tes  which is  a lways a  big  plus .  I  a lways focus f i rs t  on the 
v ineyard s i te ,  second on the farming,  and third on the winemaking.  We 
used about 25% new French cooperage on the 2022 cuvee .

TASTING NOTES
The nose offers  Red Plum, and Black Raspberry Blossom, and Spruce .   
On the palate  there  are  notes  of  Red Plum Skin ,  Black Raspberry ,  and 
warm, wet  rock.   This  i s  a  c lass ic  Sonoma Coast  Pinot  Noir  with a  lovely  
texture  and abundant ,  but  subt le ,  s t ructure .  (E.g .  i t  has  a  lot  of  s tructure  
but  not  l ike  Cabernet .  I t  i s  softer  and rounder with very supple  tannins)

The Sonoma Coast  i s  the only place I  source Pinot Noir  from. I  bel ieve 
that  the top New World Pinot Noirs  come predominant ly  from this  
specia l  s l ice  of  Sonoma County .   
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